[Damage to the recurrent nerve during an operation for benign goiter].
Damage of the recurrent nerve was found in 40 (2.5%) of 1555 patients operated upon for benign goiter. The probability of complications was higher in wider volumes of operations. The main task of prophylactics of damages of the recurrent nerves is to identify them during operation and to observe the principle of subfascial dissection and resection of the thyroid gland.